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Sibal’s lIT meet on jinxed
CET a ‘hush hush’ affair

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

he outcome of the much-

awaited meeting of HRD
Minister Kapil Sibal with top
bosses of IIT and members of
the All-India IIT Faculty
Federation (AlIFF) on
Wednesday on the c¢rucial
issue of Common Engineering
Test (CET) from 2013 — by
givin 40 per cent weightage to

oard results — was an official
‘hush hush’ affair.

Sources, however, revealed
that the deadlock over the
matter continues with certain
1T directors and faculty mem-
bers opposing CET citing dilu-
tion of admission criteria of the
premier institute,

HRD Ministry officials
questioned if AIIMS could
agree over a common medical
entrance test from 2013, what
holds back IIT from CET?

HRD Minister Kapil Sibal
first met the directors of seven
IITs and their chairmen and
followed it up with a separate
meeting with AIFF members.
No official information was
given on the ultimate outcome
though, “It was a fruitful meet-
ing with both sides hearing
each other positively, was the
official statement.

Sources pointed out that
the outcome of the meeting was
not unexpected. Certain 1ITs
(Bombay, Delhi, Kanpur ) are
particularly opposing the pro-
posed changes. Their main
concern is over the inclusion of
40 per cent of board marks,
which they say could dilute the
[IT brand name.

The AIIFF had recently

e L SR
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written a letter to Sibal and the
Prime Minister’s Office stating
that the academic issues
including the admission stan-
dards and process were pri-
marily the sole responsibility
of the IIT Senate.

Analysing the opposition,
the sources conceded that the
recommendations of neither
the Acharya nor the Ramasami
committee, set up to address
the issue of standardisation of
board marks, addressed it. The

Indian Statistical Institute too

has said it was not feasible.
But on the other hand, the
officials raised questions on
the logic behind opposing
the common engineering
exam for the entire country.
They pointed to the case of
AIIMS which is much more
competitive than IIT with
barely 72 seats, “If admissions
to AIIMS can be done on the
basis of single medical exam
(NEET-UG% from 2013 (as
per the Supreme Court direc-

ol o n
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tives) why cannot the same
system be followed in case of
engineering?”

Since both the engineer-
ing and medical entrance tests
target the same XIIth and
Science students, the pro-
posed ‘single engineerin
entrance examination’ shoulg
also be conducted on identi-
cal lines, they felt.

Giving suggestions to
break the stalemate, they
pointed out that the single
engineering exam should be a;
multiple choice question type
test covering the subjects of
Physics, Mathematics and
Chemistry, based on XIIth
standard common science cur-
riculum. The exam should be
conducted with transparency
and accountability and papers'
should be set by a joint team'
of senior CBSE teachers and’
IIT Professors rather than only
the latter so that the questions
are more in sync with the
Class X1I science syllabus.
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lITs veto common entrance
for engineering colleges

Say new test being thrust upon it, want more time for discussion

THE PROPOSED TEST

1 The common engineering test will give weightage to
Class Xl exams in admission to colleges

1 It says school board weightage can't be less than 40%
and can go up to 100%. Weightages not exceeding 60%
would be given to the performance of students in two
components of the engineering test - Main and Advance

B This would end the !IT monopoly over JEE and
spell doom for the coaching industry that often hires

Apm TANDON/TNS

New DeLn, ApRIL 11
The proposal to introduce a
common ali-India engineer-
ing test for entry to all Cen-
trally-Funded  Technical
Institutes (CFTIs) from 2013
today suffered a setback with
the IIT faculty vetoing the
move and insisting that any
changes to the examination
system be put on hold tll
proper discussions were held.
At a meeting convened by
Human Resource Develop-
ment Minister Kapil. Sibal
today to iron out differences
with the IIT faculty over the
proposed exam that seeks to
give weightage to school
boards at the time of entry to
technical institutes, the All
India IIT Faculty Federation
let its reservations known.
In aresolution submitted at
the meeting, the Federation
said, “We note with grave

top T faculty

§ The IIT Council and NIT Council had in-principle
approved the single test. By law, the lIT Council's deci-

sion is final and binding

concern that a new test for
admission to IITs is being
thrust upon us without allow-
ing enough time for discus-
sions and critical review and
acceptance in the IIT Sen-
ates. Implementation of any
changes in the existing
entrance tests should be kept
on hold until .the above
reports are obtained, consol-

idated and finally accepted

by the Senates.”

IIT Faculty Federation rep-
resentatives said they had
submitted a resolution to
Sibal, who said he would
consider the demands. The
resistance to the test is main-
ly learnt to be from the HTs
of Kanpur, Bombay and
Delhi. The faculty feels they
have not been engaged
enough in the process.

Earlier today, Sibal met the
directors of seven old ITTs to
discuss the test and ITT Sen-
ates’ concermns over it.
Sources said directors dis-
cussed the challenges of nor-
malising marks awarded by
different state boards in
school leaving exams.

“The concern was that
some boards award marks
more generously than others.
Some directors voiced con-
cerns about rampant cheating
in certain boards,” HRD
Ministry sources said. ~

The IIT faculty’s reserva-
tion to single test is well
known, but today was the
first formal attempt by Sibal
to get them on board. On
February 22, Sibal had
announced a go-ahead for

‘the single test for entry to

IITs and National Institutes
of Technology from 2013
after meeting state educa-
tion ministers.
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taken on the issue, the IIT

for admission.

Meeting fails to evolve consensus

NEW DELHI, APRIL 11

The proposed common
national examination for
science and engineering
for Central institutes,
scheduled for implementa-
tion from 2013, hit a road-
block on Wednesday as the
meeting of HRD minister
Kapil Sibal and IIT direc-
tors with IIT faculty mem-
bers remained inconclu-
sive.

Sources stated that the
All-India IIT Faculty
Federation (AIIITFF)
strongly opposed the pro-
posed changes to the exist-
ing IIT-JEE entrance
examination pattern,
alleging that it was an
arbitrary decision being

Kapil Sibal

imposed by the HRD min-
istry. It is understood that
the decision for a single
entrance test will now be
sent before respective sen-
ates of IITs for their

approval. “After an
approval of senates, the
proposal will be put before
the IIT council for its
approval,” sources added.

With no final decision

council meet to be held on
April 14, which was sched-
uled to deliberate and take
a decision on the issue,
may be deferred.

The AIITEFF claimed
that the views, comments
and recommendations of
faculty of the IITs, have
not been given adequate
weightage. It was also
pointed out that several
IITs have debated this
matter and have passed
resolutions  expressing
concern over the proposal.

Sources said the min-
istry made a strong case
for the test but failed to
develop unanimity as the
federation was against the
idea, especially on consid-
eration of Class 12 marks

“The federation noted
with grave concern that
the new test was being
thrust upon without allow-
ing enough time for dis-
cussions and critically
reviewing and acceptance
in the IIT senate,” sources
said. The proposed exami-
nation will see a ranking
list prepared based on two-
part objective-type tests
and give weightage to
Class 12 marks. “Faculty
were also of the view that
instead of the CBSE hold-
ing the common examina-
tion under the new format,
an autonomous body head-
ed by a well-known acade-
mician should conduct the
test on the lines of UPSC,”
sources said.
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Meet on Proposed IIT Entrance
Exams Ends Inconclusively

QUR POLITICALBUREAU
NEWDELHI

The fate of a cominon entrance ex-
amination for all centrally funded
engineering colleges continued to
hang in balance as the meeting be-
tween human resource develop-
ment ministry and the IITs ended
inconclusively. Both sides main-
tained that the day’s meeting had
been “fruitful” and “positive”

IIT directors, chairpersons of the

"Board of Governors, and faculty

federationrepresentatives from the
older IITs — Kharagpur, Kanpur,
Delhi, Bombay, Guwahati and Ma-
dras — met with human resource
development minister Kapil Sibal
and ministry officials on Wednes-
day. Meeting had been called after
some of the older IITs, particularly
IIT Kanpur, Bombay and Delhi, had
expressed their misgivings and con-
cerns about the proposed examin-
ationreforms.

The Senate, which is the highest
decision making body within each
institute, of IIT-Kanpur and -Delhi

had earlier questioned the decision

" to replace the OT-JEE and had

asked the ministry to hold on and
further debate the issue of examin-
ation reforms. Wednesday's consul-
tations were expected toresolve the
matter ahead of Saturday’s IIT-NIT

Councilmeeting.

- “It was a fruitful
Academiclans meeting, both sides
saytherehas heard each other
been no out. We are on the
formal same page,” human
engagement resource develop-
oftheSenate ment minister Ka-
or Faculty . pil Sibal said while
Federations refusing to disclose
inworking any details of the
outthe two meetings held
examination duringtheday.

reforms Sources indicated

that the IIT direc-
tors have been asked to discuss the
reform proposals in the Senate, Af-
ter which the[ITs areexpected tore-
vert to the ministry with their rec-
ommendations for consideration.
There has been discontent from
the IIT faculty. IIT Kanpur, Bombay

andDelhi are most dissatisfied with
the manner in which the proposed
common entrance examination is
beingintroduced. Attheheartofthe
discontent is the fact that there has
been no formal engagement of the
Senate or Faculty Federations in "
working out the examination re-
forms. The lack of a formal engage-
ment gave the impression that the
new entrance process was being
“forced on theIT system”. Thedeci-
siontoallowfor further discussions
in the Senate appears to be an effort
to counter this impression. No time
linehasbeensetforthis process, “as
soon as possible” is believed to have
been the only guideline.

There has also been a demand that

allchangesbeputon hold till the T
Senate is satisfied. There are no in-
dications if this has been agreed to.
The IIT Council, which is the high-
est decision makmg body under the
IIT Act, gave its in principle approv-
alto the new entrance procedure at
its meeting in September. In effect,
the government could wellgoahead
with the proposed reform.
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|ITs object to
CET roll-out
from next year

HimanshiDhawan | TNN

New Delhi: The govern-
ment’s plan to introduce the
common entrance test for en-
gineering from 2013 hitaroad-
block on Wednesday, with the
faculty representatives of the
Indian Institutes of Technolo-
gy (IITs)askingforthe propos-
al to be put on hold till there
are further discussions.,

When asked about the
meeting, human resource de-
velopment minister Kapil Sib-
alonly said it went off weil. He
and HRD officials met withIIT
directors and chairpersens
and representatives of the All
India IIT Faculty Federation
(AIIFF) on Wednesday for the
first time after the tech insti-
tutes expressed concerns
about the new system that is
expected to be nnplemented
from next year.

The federation passed an
unanimous resolution that
was given to the HRD minister
expressing “grave concern”
that anew test for admission to
IIT was being “thrust” upon
them withoutallowing time for
discussion or critical review
and acceptance in IIT Senate.
Theresolutionalsosaid the im-
plementation of thechangesin
the existing entrance tests
should be kept on held until re-
ports are obtained, consolidat-
ed and accepted by the Senate,

AITFF representatives said
the meeting was “fruitful” and
morediscussions werelikely

~

Hindustan Times ND
12/04/2012 p_14

MEET ‘FRUITFUL,
BUT NO FORMAL
DECISION ON JEE

HT Correspondent

& lottars@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHL: The HRD ministry
on Wednesday held discussions
with IIT directors, chairper-
sons, faculty members and aca-
demicians on a proposal to
change the pattern of the IIT-
JEE examination from next
year, by including 40% weigh-
tage of board marks.

Most of the attendees said
the meeting was fruitful.

HRD minister Kapil Sibal
held separate meetings with the
directors and members of the
All India II'T Faculty Federation.
However, no final decision
seems to have been taken on
the inclusion of board marks.

One of persons present in the
meeting said that since girls do
well in board exams, the pro-
posal to include the board marks
could help improve the gender
ratio in ITs too. At present, the
percentage of girls in these insti-
tutes is just around 10%.

“The discussion was amica-
ble and fruitful,” said Prof
Narsimhan, president of the All
India IIT Faculty Federation.

Meanwhile the Leadership
Summit of the [IT Delhi Alumni
Association will conduct a sep-
arate session on April 15 to spell
out their reservations against
the proposal for including board
marks. PANIIT, a federation of
OT alumni, will meet on April 14
to chart out a set of recommen-
dations for the government,
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1IMs shelve global expansmn plans

Cite fund constraunts faculty shortage and concern over quality of students for not investing in‘campuses abroad

’ KALPANA PATHAK & VINAY UMAR
MumbatiAhmedabad , 1 April

frer years of fighting with the
Agovemment to go internation-
1, the Indian Institutes of
Management {IIMs) may not spread
thelr wings at all. The three IIMs —
Ahmedabad, Bangalore and Calcutta
— confirmed to Business Standard
that the economics of having an inter-
national campus is not in their favour
and the same may not happen in the
near future.

‘The Ministry of Human Resource
Development {MHRD), had in
October 2009, allowed the IIMs to go
International, but only as a collective
brand. Some 1IM directors, howevet,
felt it would atfect individual brand
identity of their campuses, and had
made known their fears to the MHRD,
which then allowed them to go inter-
national with their individual brands,

“Iam not in favour of splitting my

faculty across 10 locations. We have «
been getting proposals from various -

state governments to set up campuis-
es in their respective states, but at
this juncture, we want to take the
advantage of ‘everybody together’
and grow here. We will, however, do
activities abroad,” said Pankaj
Chandra, director, [IM Bangalore.

Chandra’s five-year term as IIM
Bangalore director comes to an end
this November.

Chandra added thax
Bangalore has been doing strategic
partnerships with six schools global-
ly, and ate involved in research on
“deep activities”, “We are in execu-
tive education globally. Weare doing
international students and faculty
visits and conferences together. Our
strategy has been to embed ourselves
more globally through this process
which we find very enriching for us as
well as our partners,” added Chandra.

According to its webslte, IIM
Bangalore has collaborated with 93
international institutions so far.

About seven years ago, IIM
Bangalore was the first among the
{IMs to think of an international foot-
print—Singapere. The idea of a cam-
pus in Singapcre, however, was
turned down by the then HRD min-

M e

? DIRECTOR, UM Bangalors
' | am not in favour of
B splitting my faculty
across 10 focations. We
"~ have been getting proposals from
' various state governments to set up
campuses In thelr respective states.
. We want te take the advantage of

bavamdnedy bosatba el xod e o
|VETYUOQUY LOEEWED and grow nEgre

ister Arjun Singh, who felt there was .

a need to meet domestic demand
first.

Samir Barua, director, IIM-
Ahmedabad, had earlier sald the
institute has been hesitant on an
international campus due to faculty
shortage and concern on the quality
of students.

“We né¢ed a good faculty pool to
launch a full-time mahagement pro-
gramme. We will also look at the cost
structure and a local partner. We do
not want to draw money out of our
corpus to expand internationally,”
said Barua.

~

Indian institutes with campuses
abroad generally go for a two-cycle
approach, which involves setting up
operations through a rented place for
twe years and branching out to their
own campuses in three years’ time.

Barua, whose term also comes to
ati end this November, added thatan
overseas campus may not happen
during his tenure. “The time is very
short as far as ] am concerned. I am
not sure if it is possible to have an
overseas campus in just seven

. months."

L IR T T

14 We need a good
¥ faculty pool to launch
- 7 afull-time management

programme, We will also look at
the cost structure and a local |
partner. We do not want to draw
meney out of our corpus to
expand internationaily

Barua had eatlier told Business'

Standard that the institute may look
at its first overseas campus either in
Dubai orSingapore on a rented prem-
ises. He had said that IIM-A's inter-
national ranking may help it get a
foothold in the international market.

IIM-A was ranked 11th position in
the Financial Times ranking pub-
lished this January.

At the Indlan Institute of
Management Calcutta, a board
member echoes similar views. He
added that economics are not viable

for the institute to think of a campus

.inthe near future.

“There is no specific plan in terms
of opening a campus. There are many
different ways IIM Calcutta and inter-
national partners can collaborate. For
instance, we have long distance pro-
grammes in the Middle East for
which many people have signed up.
We also have affiliations of about 43
different B-schools. T think this is
good enough to have a virtual inter-
national presence,” the board mem-

ber added.

A fundamental reason for the ITMs -
to junk their overseas plans is the_
shortage of funds, they say. While the
IIMs did not disclose their respective
corpus, they sald they have been
drawing resources from the same to
meet any need on campus. IIMs are
now looking at various means to raise
funds by setting up a separate depart-
ment to look at the same. IIMs are
also trying to tap into their alumni”
pool.

[IM-Calcutta and IM-Ahmedabad
have an estimated 10,000 alumni,
while IM-Bangalore has 8,000 alumni,

Today, the bulk of the money that
IIMs generate Is through the
Management Development
Programmes {MDPs) or executive
education programmes they conduct.
In absence of these, they would be
running at a loss or just marginally
breaking even.
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Panjab varsity V-C’s
appointment on hold

Chancellor seeks advice from govt, tells selection panel to wait till then

HT Live Correspondent

mchdlivedesk@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The selection of
the new vice-chancellor of
Panjab University has been
deferred after vice-president
of India Hamid Ansari, who is
chancellor of the university,
decided to seek adviee from
the government on the appli-
cability of the University
Grants Commission’s regula-
tions before making the
appointment,

Hindustan Times had high-
lighted that the search com-
mittee constituted for the selec-
tion of new vice-chancellor is
not in accordance with the reg-
ulations of the UGC.

The committee does not have

anominee of the UGC whileone
of its members, IS Chadha, is
a PU senator. As per the regu-
lation 7,30 of the UGC, the selec-
tion of V-C is to be done by a
search committee.

In respect of state and cen-
tral universities, the commit-
tee should have a nominee of
the chancellor, who should be
the chairperson of the com-
mittee, a nominee of the panel
chairperson and a nominee each
from UGC and syndicate/exec-
utive council/board of man-
agement of the university con-
cerned,

Ina communigué sent to reg-
istrar AK Bhandari, the ¢han-
cellor had requested the expert
committee towait for the receipt
of such an advice from the gov-

http://library.pressdisplay. com/pressdisplay/services:

There have been
some queries that the
consfitution of panel is

not in accordance with the

UGC regulations

OMMUNIQUE TO REGISTRA

ernment before proceeding over
the matter

“The term of PU vice-chan-
cellor RC Sobti is expiring on
July 22, The vice-president of
India in his capacity as chan-
cellor of the university is
required to make an appoint-
ment of the V-C for the new
term, under Section 10 of
Chapter 1 of the Panjab
University Act, 1947. On
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February 9, an expert committee
constituted with justice Leila
Seth (retd) as convenor and P
Rama Rao and IS Chadha as
members to draw a panel of
three names suitable for the
post of viee-chaneellor, Panjab
University, from amongst the
potential candidates, including
eligible candidates of the uni-
versity,” the communiqué said.
Subsequently, there have been
some queries that the consti-
tution of the expert committee
is not in accordance with the
“UGC regulations on mininum
qualifications for appointment
of teachers and other academ-
ic staff in universities and col-
leges and measures for the main-
tenance of standards in higher
education 2010, it added.
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‘ CLASS CAPACITY HAS RISEN BY 54%

ITIM Fees Trebles in 5 Years

SREERADHA DBASU
KOLKATA
The cdst of the priceless MBA
degree from Indian Institutes
of Management has more
than trebled in the ‘past five
years, after yet another round
of fee hikes this year. )
From 5 lakh or less for the
class of 2009, feesatthe IMs in
Ahmedabad, Calcutta and
Bangalore have risen to ¥13.5-
15.5 lakh for the class of 2014,
according to data collected
from top B-schools.

. Studentssigningupthis vear.

face a 7% increase in fees at
IIM-Ahmedabad and a 15% in-

crease at IIM-Bangalore. Oth-
er institutes such as IIFT and
XIM-Bhubaneswar have also
raised fees by 15-16%.

IIMs have increased class ca-
pacity by 54% after the HRD
ministrydirected them in 2008
toimplement 27% reservation
for other backward castes
(OBCs). “The cost of infras-
tructure has been one of the
major reasons for the fee hike
since the OBC quota imple-
mentation meant that student
numbers were increasing dra-
matically,” said Pankaj Chan-
dra, director, [IM-Bangalore.”

New Facilities to be SetUp»» 19
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Delhi students can access
Internet telescope

tudents from nearly 80
Delhi schools will soon
get an opportunity to explore
the night skies in the US while
sitting in India using internet
telescope through a project in
collaboration with IASC (In-
ternational  Astronomical
Search Collaboration).
Students sitting at their
desks in India will remotely
control telescopes to see and
explore the night sky visible
in the U.S. and take in-depth
pictures of celestial objects
such as asteroids, galaxies,
nebulae and clusters.
Internet Telescope enables

school students to control
and monitor 10 inch and 16
inch Schmidt-Cassegrain tel-
escopes located at the Iron-
wood North Observatory,
USA while sitting in New
Delhi.

“It is the first time that
such a project has been
brought to India on a large
scale, Selected students will
get an opportunity to be
trained and part1c1pate in this
exciting real science project,”
said C.B. Devgun from SPACE
(Science Popularisation As-
sociation of Communicators
& Educators). —FANS

=+
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New Facilities
tobeSetUp

»»From Page 1

“We need to set up new facilities and
provide better resources to enhance
the quality of education,” said Pankaj
Chandra, director, ITM-Bangalore.
Different IIMs rolled out the 54% in-
crease in seats over three years in dif-
ferent ways. For instance, [IM-A in-
creased the number of seats from 250
to 385 over the three-year period.

"Though the increase was spread out,

B-schools have had toexpand existing
infrastructure, including class-
rooms, hostels and other facilities.

“If we don't increase fees we might
be able to meet our operational ex-
penses, but it won't be enough for ca-
prex,” said Ashok Banerjee, dean{new
initiatives & external relations),
IIM-C.IIMs in Lucknow, Rohtak, Ran- -
chi and Kozhikode and ISB Hydera-
bad have hot increased fees this year,

Some B-schools have walver
schemes for financially weak stu-
dents. At IM-A, for instance, around
25% of the students in the first year
{class of 2013) received some form of
fee waiver this year. At [IM-Calcutta,
22% of the students have received
waiver. Conversely, this increases the
bill for those who are able to pay.



